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ABSTRACT 

The study was undertaken to investigate the impact of weather variables on crop productivity of wheat. Principal 

components of the weather parameters spread over the crop growth period were employed to forecast wheat yield(s) in 

northern zone (Ambala, Yamuna Nagar and Kurukshetra districts) of Haryana. Zonal weather models gave the desired 

predictive accuracy and provided a considerable improvement in the district-level wheat yield prediction.                                     

The results indicate the possibility of district-level wheat yield prediction, 4-5 weeks ahead of the harvest time, in Haryana.  
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INTRODUCTION 

India has a well-established system for collecting agricultural statistics. The primary responsibility for collection 

of data regarding the area under different crops and production of crops is that of the State Governments.                               

The official forecasts (advance estimates) of major cereal and commercial crops are issued by the Directorate of 

Economics and Statistics, New Delhi. However, the final estimates are given a few months after the actual harvest of the 

crop. This makes these statistics unusable for planning and management purposes. Hence, there is a considerable scope for  

improvement in the conventional system. Reliable yield forecasting within the growing season would enable improved 

planning and more efficient management of crop production, handling and marketing.  

Various organizations in India and abroad are engaged in developing the methodology for pre-harvest forecasting 

of crop yield using different approaches. The most commonly used models are based on empirical statistical models.                       

The processes determining crop growth are complex and final yield is governed by a number of factors. The main factors 

affecting crop yield are agricultural inputs and weather parameters. Use of these factors forms a broad category of models 

for forecasting crop yield. In many previous studies, yield forecasting models have incorporated a series of weather 

predictors {Bal (2004), Bazgeer et al. (2007), Esfandiary et al. (2009) and more specifically; temperature                                

(Batts et al. (1997), Wheeler et al. (2000), Peng et al. (2004)) and rainfall (Mkhabela et al. (2005)). Azfar et al. (2015) 

have used principal component analysis for mustard yield forecasting. 
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The purpose of this study was to develop zonal yield models using time series data on weather parameters and 

crop yield by following principal component analysis for obtaining pre-harvest wheat yield forecasts in the northern zone 

of Haryana. The work was initiated to develop forecasting models on agro-climatic zone basis by combining the data of 

various districts within the zone so that a longer series could be obtained in a relatively shorter period and that provided the 

basis to use multivariate statistical analysis. The emphasis has been given to see the forecasting performance of the zonal 

yield model for district-level yield estimation during the period(s) of model development and model testing. 

Study Region and Data Used 

District-level wheat yield data of the past 34 years (1980-81 to 2013-14) were collected for northern zone in 

Haryana and the same were used to carry out linear time-trend analysis and then computing the district-level trend, based 

on yield TY = a + bt, where TY = Trend yield, a = Intercept, b = Slope and t = Year. The weather data viz., rainfall, 

maximum temperature and minimum temperature were collected from India Meteorological Department (IMD) and 

different meteorological observatories in Haryana state.  

Computation of Weather Parameters 

Weather data starting from the 1st fortnight of November to 1 month before harvest were utilized for the model 

building (crop growth period: 1st November to 15th April). The various fortnightly weather parameters were computed as 

follows: 
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where TMXi = ith day maximum temperature 

 TMNj = jth day minimum temperature 

 ARFK = k
th day rainfall 

 i,j,k = daily meteorological data 

Statistical Methodology 

The use and interpretation of a multiple regression model often depend explicitly or implicitly on the assumption 

that the explanatory variables are not strongly interrelated. In most regression applications, the explanatory variables are 

not orthogonal. Usually the lack of orthogonality is not serious enough to affect the analysis. However, in some situations, 

the explanatory variables are so strongly interrelated that the regression results are ambiguous. Under such situation, the 

estimated values of the coefficients are very sensitive to slight changes in the data and to the addition or deletion of 

variables in the equation. To overcome the problem of multicollinearity observed among the weather data, the zonal wheat 
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yield models were developed within the framework of Principal Component Analysis (PCA). Principal components Pi 

(i=1,2,….) were obtained as P = kX, where P and X are the column vectors of transformed and the original variables, 

respectively and k is the matrix with rows as the characteristic vectors of the correlation matrix R. The variance of Pi is the 

i th characteristic root λi of the correlation matrix R; λs were obtained by solving the equation |R- λI| =0. For each λ, the 

corresponding characteristic vector k was obtained by solving |R-λI| k=0 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

PCA offers a considerable improvement over least squares estimates in the presence of multicollinearity.                       

The procedure consists of finding the eigen roots and eigenvectors of the correlation matrix of explanatory variables.              

The most frequently used convention is to retain the components whose eigenvalues are greater than one. Under this study, 

first ten eigenvalues of the correlation matrix of weather variables suggested ten factor solution. Eigenvalues and percent 

variance explained by different PCs are presented in Table 1. 

Table 1: Eigen Values and Variance (%) Explained by Different Principal Components 

Components 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Eigenvalue 
(% variance 
explained) 

4.91 
(18.17) 

3.48 
(12.90) 

2.67 
(09.89) 

2.33 
(08.62) 

2.07 
(08.28) 

1.94 
(07.20) 

1.73 
(06.40) 

1.36 
(05.03) 

1.24 
(04.61) 

1.06 
(03.94) 

 
Regression models via step-wise regression method (using SPSS) were fitted by taking yield as the dependent 

variable and principal components and trend yield as the regressors. The finally selected zonal wheat yield relationship on 

the basis of highest adj-R2 and lowest standard error (SE) of estimate are as follows: 

Yieldest = -2.93 + 1.08 *TY + 0.77 * PC3 - 0.81 * PC4 +0.85* PC6  

 R2= 0.880,  adj.R2 =0.875 & SE= 2.64 

  where Yieldest - Model predicted yield  

   TY - Linear time-trend based yield 

 PCi - i
th principal component score (i = 1,2,…,10)  

 R2 - Coefficient of determination  

 SE - Standard error of yield estimate  

The above zonal yield model was used to obtain wheat yield forecasts at a district level in the northern zone of 

Haryana. Trend yield is an important parameter appearing in the model, indicating that most of the variability in yield is 

explained by TY, which is an indication of technological advancement, improvement in 

fertilizer/insecticide/pesticide/weedicide used and increased use of high yielding varieties. The model predicted yields 

along with observed yields and per cent relative deviations are as given below: 
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Table 2: District-Specific Wheat Yield Estimates Along with Percent  
                Deviations from Observed Yield(s) Using Zonal Yield Model 

Districts/ 
Years 

Ambala Kurukshetra Yamunanagar 
Obs. 
Yield 
(q/ha) 

Fitted 
Yield 
(q/ha) 

RD(%) 
Obs. 
Yield 
(q/ha) 

Fitted 
Yield 
(q/ha) 

RD(%) 
Obs. 
Yield 
(q/ha) 

Fitted 
Yield 
(q/ha) 

RD(%) 

2010-11 36.08 41.12 -13.96 44.72 49.45 -10.58 45.57 41.21 9.57 
2011-12 48.61 43.58 10.34 54.38 51.93 4.51 53.64 43.56 18.80 
2012-13 42.06 42.30 -0.58 46.57 50.66 -8.77 43.39 42.15 2.85 
2013-14 46.31 43.27 6.56 48.78 51.64 -5.85 45.31 43.00 5.09 

Average absolute deviation 7.86 7.43 9.08 
 

Percent Relative Deviation (RD%) = 100 × [(observed (obs.) yield – fitted yield) / observed yield] 

The results inferred that there is a considerable improvement in the district-level wheat yield forecasts on the basis 

of zonal models and also showed good agreement with the observed yield(s) in the northern zone of Haryana. 
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